BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Revocatios
0" Sugpension of the Educator ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Cerlilicata of Kimbaery C. Qdom (BREACH OF CONTRACT)

Tt e Mt e T Rt

Certificate 204140

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Carolina State Board of Education {State Board) considered this
matter o0 May 13, 2008, On December 20, 2007, the South Carclira Dopartmaent
of Education (Department] sent Ms, Odom notice of her right to a hearing
regarding the possible suspension of her South Carolina educator certificate
resu'ting From her breach of contract with the Chester County School District
fDistrict] for the 2007-20058 school year by regular and certfied mall, return
receipt requested, deivery restrictod bo addressee. Ms. Odom received the notice
on December 22, 2007, as evidenced by a postal recelpt baaring her signature,
Cn Deocember 30, 2007, Ms. Ddom sent a letter to Dr. Jim Rex requesting a
orivale heering concerning this matte-,

on March 20, 2008, a hearing was held, pursuant to s, Odom’s request,
The District was represented by Allison Aiken Hanna, Esquire. Ms, Odom was
“gpresented by Donna L. Guffey, Esquirs.

After careful deliberation of the evidence preserted by the District ard Ms,
Cdaom, the hearing officer recomrmended that the State Board suspend Ms.
Cdom’es educator certificate, number 204140 for a period of twelve months,
commencing August 29, 2007 and ending August 238, 20038,
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FINDIMNGS OF FACT

This case concerns a formal complaint by the District seeking the
suspension of the educator certificate of Kimberly C, Qdom. The State Board has
jurisdiction of this matter, pursuant to 5.C. Code Arn, § 59-25-150 (2004) and
S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-530 (20047,

Ms., Odom holds a valid South Carolina educator certificate and has over
seven years of teaching experience. Ms. Qdom was employed by the District as
an Agsistant Principal at Chester Middle School, in Chester, South Caroling, untll
she requested to resign from her adrministrative position cffoctive August 29,
2007, 3

The South Caroling State Board of Education (State Board) censidered this
matter on May 13, 2008. On December 20, 2007, the South Caralinag Department
of Educsbion (Department) sent Ms. Odom notice of her right Eo a hearing
regardng the possible suspension of her South Caroling educator certificate
resuldng from her breach of contract with the Chester County School District
(District) for the 2007-2008 school year by regular ard certified ma'l, return
receipt requested, delivery restricted to addressee, Ms, Odom recelved the notice
on Decermber 22, 2007, as evidencec by a pastal receipt bearirg her signature.
On December 30, 2007, Ms, Odom sent a letter to Dr. Jim Rex requeskting a
private hearing concerning this matter,

Zn March 20, 2008, a hearlng was held, pursuant to Ms. Odom’s request.

The Bistrict was roprescrbod by Allison Aiken Hanna, Esguire. Ms, Qdom was
represented by Donne L. Guffey, Esquire,
After caraful deliberation of the evidence presented by the Dstrict and Ms. Odom,
the hearing officer recommendes that the State Board suspend Ms. Odom's
educator certiticate, number 204144 for & pericd of twalve moenths, commancing
August 29, 2007 and ending August 28, 2008,
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On March 20, 2008, a kearing was held concernng the alleged breach of contrack
of Kimberly C. ©darn. On &pril 17, 2008, the hearing officer, Iohn 1. Fantry, Ir
concluced that the contract between the District and Ms. Odom was valid. The
Districk did stow by "conclusive evidence® that a contract existed between
District and Ms. Odom. The District also had shown that the contract was
breached on August 29, 2007, when Ms, Cdom refused to report be the DISTECE
for work following materlty leave.  Ms. Odom’s resignation was for family
convenience and not unexpected medical or child care matters. The District
reguested Ms. Odom's suspension be retroactive to the date of the bresch. The
hearing officer recarmmended the State Board suspend the teaching certdflcate of
Ms. Odom, certificate number 204140, for a poriod of twelve months,
commencing August 29, 2007 and endinyg Auyusl 28, 2008,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Beard may suspend the certificate of any person for
unprofessional conduct. 5.C. Code Ann, § 59-25-150 (2004) and 5.C. Code Ann.
4 H9-25-530 {2004}, Failure to comply with the provisions of a contract without
the written consent of the local schogl board is deemed to be unprofessional
conduct. Upon the formal compleint of the school ocard, substantiated by
conclusive evidence, the State Boerd shall suspend or revoke the beacher's
certificate, for a perind not to exceed ome calendar year. State education
agencies in other states with reciprocal certiflcatlon agreements shall be netified
of the revocation of the certificate. 5.2, Code Ann § 59-25-530 (2004); 24 S.C.
Code PRegs. 43-58.4 {1975), The State Board finds that there is sufficient
evidence supporting its conclusion that Ms. Odom breached har contract with the
Chester County School Digtrict, warranting the retroactive suspension of her
educator certificate for a period of one year, commencing on Augusl 29, 2007,
and ending on August 28, 2008, It is, therefore, ordered that the educator



Qdom, Kimberly C
Qrder of SusEersion
May 13, 2008

Faga 4

certificate 204140 of Kimberdy C. Odom he suspended for a pariad of ane year,
commencing August 29, 2007 ending on August 23, 2008,
AND IT 15 SO ORDERED.

South Carclina State Board of Educatian

By: /j/i/@é’:

Al éiﬁ;p"érnrn,&.?ﬁair

Columbiz, South Carolina
May 13, 2008



